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Design Values Award 2024 - Application Guidelines

I. Background

The DESIGN VALUES AWARD (DVA) is an international award celebrating contemporary Chinese design. In
2024, Design Society affiliated to China Merchants Shekou Industrial Zone Holdings (CMSK) and the Victoria
and Albert Museum (V&A) in London announced the expansion of their collaborative efforts with the launch of
this new design award. Building on ten years of collaboration between the V&A and Design Society, the Award
celebrates excellence in contemporary Chinese design.

I1. Goal of DVA

With categories in Architecture and Environmental Design, Fashion and Textile Design, Product Design
and Visual Communication and Interactive Design, the Award celebrates outstanding achievements across
diverse fields, highlighting China’s influential role in global design. It honours designs that enhance quality of
life, foster sustainable development, and tackle pressing global challenges.

Open to designers, studios, collectives and corporations, the Award seeks to uncover wider perspectives on
design, encouraging innovative practice that better reflects society’s needs. It focuses on practice inspired by
Chinese culture, or rooted within its design ecosystem. The awards also include a student section to discover
emerging talents in the design industry.

I1I. Categories and Requirements
The DVA features four categories:
- Product Design
- Visual Communication and Interactive Design
- Architecture and Environmental Design
- Fashion and Textile Design.

Participants can choose the appropriate category based on their work. All entries shall be submitted online. If a
submission is shortlisted, the organising committee will contact the entrant via e-mail.

1. Creation Period: Works must have been created within the last three years, specifically after 2021.

2. Materials/Formats: No restrictions on materials, styles, formats, or media. All designs should be realised in
a produced or published form, rather than existing solely as concepts or plans. This includes both physical
and digital works that may be published on websites, app stores, or other digital platforms.

3. Size/Technical Information: Please provide detailed specifications.

4. Image Submission: Each entry must include up to 5 images, which can be renderings or actual photos.
Image specifications: A3 size, 300 dpi, RGB mode, saved as JPG.

5. Detailed Project Proposal: File size must not exceed 2MB, length must not exceed 4 pages, and format
must be pptx.

6. Video Submission: Multimedia works must not exceed 2 minutes in length, and video file size must not
exceed S00MB. Up to 3 videos can be submitted. Screenshots: Each entry must include up to 5 main
screenshots in an electronic document. Specifications: A3 size, 300 dpi, RGB mode, saved as JPG.

7. Additional Materials: Documents must not exceed 4 pages and must be in pptx format.

*Note: Uploaded images should effectively showcase the overall, partial, or combined effects of the design.
Multimedia works can be presented in various forms, including 2D, 3D, web design, or electronic publications.

IV. Eligibility
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> Professional Category:
The Award welcomes submissions from all designers and can be entered as an individual, team, or
collective.

> Student Category:
Students aged 18 or older currently enrolled in undergraduate, diploma, graduate, and adult education
programs (including 2024 graduates) are eligible to apply. This includes officially registered continuing
education students.

*Note: Submissions can be made under individual, group, or institutional names, and correct identification
information must be provided.

V. Fee Structure

> Professional Category:

Early Bird Registration Fee: ¥450 per entry

Regular Registration Fee: ¥650 per entry

Series entries will be counted as one, with a maximum of 5 works.
Final Evaluation Fee: ¥1200 per entry

> Student Category:

Registration Fee: ¥120 per entry

Series entries will be counted as one, with a maximum of 5 works.
Final Evaluation Fee: ¥200 per entry

*Registration Period
* Early Bird: 27 Nov 2024 - 26 Dec 2024
* Regular Registration: 27 Dec 2024 - 28 Feb 2025

VI. Payment Method

Both professional and student participants must pay a registration fee via an online QR code payment during
the submission process. Participants from Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan, and overseas should make payments via
bank transfer. For specific payment information, please contact customer service. Once the registration fee is
paid, it is non-refundable. If the organising committee does not receive the payment or if the amount is
insufficient, the submission will not pass the review and be disqualified from preliminary evaluation. After
passing the shortlist review, the customer service team will notify shortlisted entrants via email to pay the final
evaluation fee.

VII. Submission of Work

1. Submission Criteria: The Design Values Award welcomes submissions from all creatives whose practice
reflects contemporary Chinese design, drawing inspiration from Chinese culture or being rooted in its
design ecosystem.

2. Please log in to the official website https://awards.designsociety.cn/en to register and select the appropriate
category. Fill in the required information and complete payment to submit your work.

3. Multiple entries are permitted. Work from the same project should form part of a single entry and cannot
be entered to more than one category.

VIII. Submission Deadline :
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28 February 2025 12:00am Beijing Time / 27 February 2025 4:00pm GMT.

IX. Handling of Submission Materials and Copyright Issues

Submitted works must be original creations by the applicant (or group). Any instances of plagiarism or
infringement on others' ideas will lead to disqualification, and the applicant will be held accountable. The
judges possess complete authority in the selection process. The organising committee reserves the right to reject
any submissions that do not meet the award criteria, or expected standards. Additionally, the committee retains
the rights to exhibit, publish, promote, and collect (under separate negotiation) submitted works.

Rights remain with the holders, but entrants grant Design Society a non-exclusive license to reproduce designs
for use in the Values of Design Awards display, web presence and printed media publicity. Any party submitting
an entry (designer, agency or studio) is responsible for contacting the copyright holder to ensure their consent to
these terms.

X. Award Categories

> Professional Category:

Shortlisted: 20% of total submissions

Category Winner:12 winners (3 winners per category)
Grand Prize: 4 winners (1 winner per category)

> Student Category:
Shortlisted (Student): 20% of total submissions
Rising Star Award:4 winners (1 winner per category)

The list of winners and shortlisted entrants will be announced promptly on the DVA’s official website post-
evaluation.

XI. Judging Panel

To ensure a fair and open evaluation process, judging will take place in two phases: Preliminary Evaluation and
Final Evaluation. The preliminary panel will consist of 8 design experts from both domestic and international
backgrounds, while the final panel will be an international expert jury. They will conduct a thorough and
impartial assessment of shortlisted entries and recognise the most outstanding works with professional
accolades.

XII. Evaluation Criteria

The following section provides directional guidance for the evaluation process. During the selection process,
in-depth discussions about the value and criteria of each design work, will result in the judges’ professional
assessments. Here are several key aspects that will be considered during the evaluation:

1. Creativity and Aesthetics: Emphasise the ability to convey the innovative essence and aesthetic value of
the design.. Evaluate the innovation and aesthetic value of the design, and assess how effectively it
conveys the core concept and artistic vision.

2. Practicality and Commercial Value: Examine the balance between the design's practicality and market
adaptability, and determine whether it enhances commercial value for businesses.

3. Sustainability: Assess whether the design uses environmentally friendly and sustainable materials and
processes, considering its environmental impact and long-term viability.

4. Local Characteristics and Cultural Attributes: Determine if the design respects traditional culture while
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innovatively enhancing and reinterpreting it, contributing to the promotion of Chinese culture.

*Please note that the above guidelines are not rigid standards; judges will discuss the specifics of each work in
depth and ultimately base their decisions on their professional judgment.

XIII. Schedule

Launch: November 2024

Submissions Open: November 2024 to February 2025

Judging: Spring 2025, managed by a panel of national and international design experts
Winner Announcement and V&A Exhibition: London Design Festival, September 2025
Design Society Exhibition: Shenzhen, October 2025

(Specific dates will be confirmed on the official website)

XIV. Inquiries

Applicants and relevant institutions can reach out to the organising committee for any questions related to DVA
through the following channels:

Contact: Design Values Award Organising Committee

Phone:26860256

Inquiry Email:info@designsociety.cn

Official Website:https://awards.designsociety.cn/en

WeChat:DesignSocietyi& 1T BBk

Weibo: 1% it B BXDesignSociety

RED: &% it B BkDesignSociety

XV. Disputes

The Design Values Award Organising Committee reserves the right to the final interpretation of any disputes
arising from these rules. Any matters not covered by DVA will be further defined and interpreted by the
organising committee.



